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THE HUMANE SOCIETY

OF THE UNITED STATES

Testimony in Qpposition to H.B. 6553
An Act Concerning Sunday Hunting
March 9, 2009

Dear Members of the Environment Committee:

On behalf of our more than 174,000 Connecticut members and constituents, I submit this
testimony IN OPPOSITION to House bill 6553, An Act Coneerning Sunday
Hunting,

Sunday hunting has been banned in Connecticut since colonial times. There is no
compelling reason to lift this prohibition. Lifting it will exacerbate conflicts between
hunters and other land users and present a variety of threats to landowners and wildlife
enthusiasts. There should be at least one day a week when non-consumptive wildlife
enthusiasts can enjoy their recreation in relative quiet and safety. Hunters already enjoy
recreational opportunities disproportionate with their numbers, and this legislation creates
an even greater imbalance among outdoor users. In Connecticut only 1% of residents
hunt, while more than 28% of people enjoy wildlife non-consumptively, whether bird
watching, hiking, or practicing wildlife photography,

Arrows know no boundaries and pose public safety hazards to anyone who is in a large
radius of the hunter. In short, expanding recreational opportunities for bow-and-arrow
hunters diminishes opportunities for hikers, horseback riders, bird watchers, and others.
Domestic animals, such as dogs and horses, are sometimes mistaken for game animals by
hunters. In areas where hunting is permitted, farmers, homeowners, and outdoor
enthusiasts may simply fear being struck with an arrow. This concern is more acute than
ever with longer hunting seasons, greater kill allowances, and unyielding human
developments in forested areas. Hunters argue that hunting is “safe,” yet a recent
scientific study documented how deer-vehicle collision rates actually increase on opening
day of hunting season.

The extension of the hunting season to Sundays will not achieve meaningful deer
population reduction. Rather, it will increase public safety risks and decrease public
enjoyment of the outdoors.

Bow hunting is among the cruelest forms of hunting. Although a well-placed arrow can
kill a deer quickly, most arrows are not well placed. Wounding rates in the scientific
literature are high, ranging from 20% to 55% of the deer struck. Bow hunters routinely
spendhours tracking the blood trails of deer struck by arrows before the animals finally
bieed to death. Moreover, three decades of research tell us that for every one or two deer
struck by arrows and retrieved by bow hunters, another wounded deer disappears, never
to be found. Hunters should be held accountable for these inhumane acts.
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Bow hunts are also too inefficient to significantly reduce large urban deer populations. For
example, in one published case of a high deer density area being effectively reduced by bow-
hunting, it took 66 hunters a total of 371 outings to kill 22 deer on a 53 acre site (Kilpatrick, H.J,
and W.D. Walter, 1999).

This legislation takes us in precisely the wrong direction, given the demographic trends evident
in Connecticut. The public does not want hunting on Sundays, and lifting the prohibition will
jeopardize public safety and diminish outdoor opportunities for non-consumptive users. Again
we urge the defeat of House bill 6553. Thank you for your consideration of this important issue.

Sean Guinan

Urban Wildlife Program Coordinator

The Humane Society of the United States
CT Field Office - 30 Hazel Terrace, Suite 25
Woodbridge, CT 06525

203-389-4411
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